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LECTURE EXPLORES SACAGAWEA LORE 
MISSOULA -
An upcoming University of Montana lecture will explore the mysteries surrounding a 
major heroine in Western history — Sacagawea.
Virginia Scharff, a history professor and director of the Center for the Southwest at the 
University of New Mexico, will present “Desperately Seeking Sacagawea” at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 28, in Gallagher Business Building Room 123.
This Third Annual Hammond Lecture in Western/Environmental History is free and 
open to the public. It’s sponsored by the Hammond Endowment in the Department of History 
and the O ’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
Scharff specializes in women’s and environmental history in the American West. She is 
the author of “Twenty Thousand Roads: Women, Movement and the West” (2003), a study of 
the intertwined paths of American women and the West. She also wrote “Taking the Wheel: 
Women and the Coming of the Motor Age” (1991) and is editor of “Seeing Nature Through 
Gender” (2003), a pioneering collection of essays about gender and environmental history.
She also consults on documentary projects for the History Channel and writes 
suspenseful tales, including “Brown-Eyed Girl” (2000) in the Mustang Sally series, using the 
pseudonym Virginia Swift.
For more information, call the O ’Connor Center at (406) 243-7700.
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